THE VALUE OF FAMILY WORSHIP

BIBLE TEXT :_Deuteronomy 4:9,10; 6:3-15; Joshua 24:15; Job 1:1-5; Psalm 78:1-8; Matthew 14:19; 15:36;
Acts 27:33-37; I Timothy 4:4, 5; 5:4.

LESSON 270 Junior Course

MEMORY VERSE: “Even a child is known by his doings, whether his work be pure, and whether it be

right” (Proverbs 20:11).,
BIBLE TEXT in King James Version

Deuteronomy 4:9-10

° Only take heed to thyself, and keep
thy soul diligently, lest thou forget the
things which thine eyes have seen,
and lest they depart from thy heart all
the days of thy life: but teach them
thy sons, and thy sons' sons;

19 specially the day that thou stoodest
before the LORD thy God in Horeb,
when the LORD said unto me, Gather
me the people together, and I will
make them hear my words, that they
may learn to fear me all the days that
they shall live upon the earth, and
that they may teach their children.

Deuteronomy 6:3-15

3Hear therefore, O Israel, and
observe to do /t; that it may be well
with thee, and that ye may increase
mightily, as the LORD God of thy
fathers hath promised thee, in the
land that floweth with milk and
honey.

*Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God is
one LORD:

> And thou shalt love the LORD thy
God with all thine heart, and with all
thy soul, and with all thy might.

® And these words, which I command
thee this day, shall be in thine heart:
7 And thou shalt teach them diligently
unto thy children, and shalt talk of
them when thou sittest in thine
house, and when thou walkest by the
way, and when thou liest down, and
when thou risest up.

8 And thou shalt bind them for a sign
upon thine hand, and they shall be as
frontlets between thine eyes.

® And thou shalt write them upon the
posts of thy house, and on thy gates.
1% And it shall be, when the LORD thy
God shall have brought thee into the
land which he sware unto thy fathers,
to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob,
to give thee great and goodly cities,
which thou buildedst not,
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BIBLE REFERENCES:

NOTES:
The Home

Seated before the hearth in a country home, we see a family
group -— a father, mother, and four children. All eyes are turned
toward the father, and absolute silence prevails in this room.
Then we hear the father’s voice as he reverently reads a bedtime
story to the children.

But wait! This is more than a bedtime story! That is a Bible,
which he holds in his hands. Upon finishing the chapter, this
family of six kneels, and together they lift their voices in prayer to
God, as the hearth fire burns low. Good-nights are said and the
happy family retires for the night. We decide that this very
unusual sight is an old-fashioned home of today, or it may be that
our imagination has carried us back to some years ago, for homes
like that are hard to find today.

Shall we look in on another African home, say a modern family
in a large city? There we find another father, mother, and their
children. Their eyes and ears, too, are intent upon the usual
bedtime story. This story, however, is not being read from God'’s
Holy Word, but is coming over the radio. We see a miniature
motion-picture theatre; we hear voices, laughter, and shouting.
The hour grows late and yet the family listens and watches with
interest the television set. The children’s eyes become red and
weary, but the act is not yet completed, and the show continues
on and on.

When one compares the lives of children brought up in these
two types of homes, it is not hard to see the far-reaching value of
family worship. Certainly a trail of blessings follows the children
brought up in a home where the family altar has a place. But,
sad to say, the old-fashioned, God-fearing home is almost a thing
of the past. We are living in a rapid age, dashing here, and
running there. Itis hurry, worry, scurry, and bustle from morning
until late at night. There is little time devoted to God.

Bible Study at Home

Let us turn to God's Word and see what type of home is
commendable in His sight. Through His servant Moses, God told
the people, “These words, which I command thee this day, shall
be in thine heart: and thou shalt teach them diligently unto thy
children, and shalt talk of them when thou sittest in thine house,
and when thou walkest by the way, and when thou liest down,
and when thou risest up” (Deuteronomy 6:6, 7).

Did you ever try to commit to memory a passage of Scripture?
By repeating it often -— while sitting in the house, while out
walking, when going to bed, and the first thing on arising in the
morning -— you soon learn it well. That was the way the people
of long ago were to teach the words of the Lord to their children,
since there were just a few written copies of the whole Law.
They were also told to write passages of the Law on four pieces
of hard calf's skin and tie them to their foreheads or to their
hands. Whether or not the people wore them all the time we do
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11 And houses full of all good things,
which thou filledst not, and wells
digged, which thou diggedst not,
vineyards and olive trees, which thou
plantedst not; when thou shalt have
eaten and be full;

12 Then beware lest thou forget the
LORD, which brought thee forth out
of the land of Egypt, from the house
of bondage.

3 Thou shalt fear the LORD thy God,
and serve him, and shalt swear by his
name.

“Ye shall not go after other gods, of
the gods of the people which are
round about you;

1> (For the LORD thy God is a jealous
God among you) lest the anger of the
LORD thy God be kindled against
thee, and destroy thee from off the
face of the earth.

Joshua 24:15

> And if it seem evil unto you to serve
the LORD, choose you this day whom
ye will serve; whether the gods which
your fathers served that were on the
other side of the flood, or the gods of
the Amorites, in whose land ye dwell:
but as for me and my house, we will
serve the LORD.

Job 1:1-5

! There was a man in the land of Uz,
whose name was Job; and that man
was perfect and upright, and one that
feared God, and eschewed evil.

2 And there were born unto him seven
sons and three daughters.

* His substance also was seven
thousand sheep, and three thousand
camels, and five hundred yoke of
oxen, and five hundred she asses,
and a very great household; so that
this man was the greatest of all the
men of the east.

* And his sons went and feasted in
their houses, every one his day; and
sent and called for their three sisters
to eat and to drink with them.

> And it was so, when the days of
their feasting were gone about, that
Job sent and sanctified them, and
rose up early in the morning, and
offered burnt offerings according to
the number of them all: for Job said,
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not know, but it all meant that they should be very careful to
observe the Law of God and always keep it before them and
never forget it. They were told also to write the words of the Law
upon the posts of the house and on the gates.

A Faithful Father

When God’s faithful servant, Joshua, was about to die, he
called the people together and talked to them of the goodness of
God. Just as children stand around the bedside of departing
parents to catch their last words, so the Israelites lent an ear to
the last words of their leader. Then, after reviewing the blessings
of the Lord he said, “If it seem evil unto you to serve the LORD,
choose you this day whom ye will serve.” In other words: “You
can hesitate no longer; make a decision today; don't do as the
crowd does, but do as the right ones do.” There was no decision
to be made so far as Joshua was concerned: his house, his
family, his children, his servants — “will serve the LORD.” Joshua
was a judge and ruler but God came first in his life.

This was a solemn moment for Israel and it is a solemn
moment when the Spirit of God calls anyone to make a decision.
Have you answered the call of Christ and said, “As for me and
my house, we will serve the LORD”? Perhaps your influence is
not strong enough to win your whole school for Christ, or even
the whole class in which you are enrolled. But if you cannot bring
to Christ as many as you would like, then bring as many as you
can. If you live the life of a Christian, read your Bible and pray,
you may win every member of your family, if they are not already
saved.

A Godly Heritage

If you are a boy or girl whose parents have taught you to love
and serve the Lord; if your parents have taught you the
commandments of God, you are indeed fortunate. God is pleased
with parents, grandparents, and great-grandparents who have
taught the Word to their children, “that the generation to come
might know them, even the children which should be born; who
should arise and declare them to their children: that they might
set their hope in God, and not forget the works of God, but keep
his commandments” (Psalm 78:6, 7). No parents can make
atonement for the sins of their children. They can pray for their
sons and daughters, but unless the children turn to God and
repent of their sins they will be lost.

Daily Devotion

When the Bible is read during family worship time, open the
“ears” of your heart. If you do, you will know what is right and
what is wrong and it will give you courage to say No when you
are asked to take part in activities, which your conscience tells
you are not becoming to a Christian.

If, among those who read this lesson, there is a boy or girl
who is not privileged to have a Christian father or mother, we
urge you to set aside a certain time in the morning before school
and again at night for prayer time. At that time read your Bible
and meet the Lord in prayer. The morning is the best time. Give
God the blossom of the day; don‘t put Him off with faded leaves.
From Him you may draw sweetness, which will enable you to
remain unruffled by worries, which arise during the day.

Grace at Table

The days seem to be past for most African homes when, as
the dinner call is given, the family gather around the table and
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It may be that my sons have sinned,
and cursed God in their hearts. Thus
did Job continually.

Psalm 78:1-8

1 Give ear, O my people, to my law:
incline your ears to the words of my
mouth.

21 will open my mouth in a parable: I
will utter dark sayings of old:

3 Which we have heard and known,
and our fathers have told us.

*We will not hide them from their
children, shewing to the generation to
come the praises of the LORD, and
his strength, and his wonderful works
that he hath done.

> For he established a testimony in
Jacob, and appointed a law in Israel,
which he commanded our fathers,
that they should make them known to
their children:

® That the generation to come might
know them, even the children which
should be born; who should arise and
declare them to their children:

’That they might set their hope in
God, and not forget the works of God,
but keep his commandments:

8 And might not be as their fathers, a
stubborn and rebellious generation; a
generation that set not their heart
aright, and whose spirit was not
stedfast with God.

Matthew 14:19

19 And he commanded the multitude
to sit down on the grass, and took the
five loaves, and the two fishes, and
looking up to heaven, he blessed, and
brake, and gave the loaves to his
disciples, and the disciples to the
multitude.

Matthew 15:36

3 And he took the seven loaves and
the fishes, and gave thanks, and
brake them, and gave to his disciples,
and the disciples to the multitude.

Acts 27:33-37

3 And while the day was coming on,
Paul besought them all to take meat,
saying, This day is the fourteenth day
that ye have tarried and continued
fasting, having taken nothing.
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bow their heads while the father asks the blessing. God’s Word
gives many examples that teach us that every person should
always ask God's blessing upon his food before partaking of it. At
the last supper that Jesus ate with His disciples, the night of His
betrayal, He took bread, and when he had given thanks he brake
it (1 Corinthians 11:23-24 23 For I have received of the Lord that
which also I delivered unto you, That the Lord Jesus the same
night in which he was betrayed took bread: 24 And when he had
given thanks, he brake it, and said, Take, eat: this is my body,
which is broken for you: this do in remembrance of me.). We all
know the two stories of the multitudes that were fed. Before
each of those meals Jesus looked up to Heaven and blessed the
food and gave thanks, and then gave it to the disciples for the
people. Paul, too, gave thanks to God before he ate his food
(Acts 27:33-37 33 And while the day was coming on, Paul
besought them all to take meat, saying, This day is the fourteenth
day that ye have tarried and continued fasting, having taken
nothing. 3% Wherefore I pray you to take some meat: for this is for
your health: for there shall not an hair fall from the head of any of
you. 35 And when he had thus spoken, he took bread, and gave
thanks to God in presence of them all: and when he had broken
it, he began to eat. 36 Then were they all of good cheer, and they
also took some meat. 37 And we were in all in the ship two
hundred threescore and sixteen souls.). Should we not return
thanks to God for the daily bread, which He so bountifully
provides for us, especially for the people of Africa?

To Parents and Children

Children brought up in homes where the family altar has been
set aside and where God is not reverenced, face a world of
temptation that will drag their soul down to a lost eternity unless
they are given an opportunity to seek and find God. Some of the
evils, which are becoming traps for the soul of the very young
are: movies, television, crime radio programs, worldly dress,
cigarettes, roller-skating rinks, school dances, worldly parties, and
crime comics. Should not every parent and every Sunday School
teacher diligently teach the Word of God to the children in order
to prepare them to combat the forces of evil? Sheepherders tell
us that a wolf will never take a sheep so long as it can get a lamb.
Children are like helpless little lambs.

The Gospel is for both parents and children. If you are too
busy to pray, you are just too busy. If a child is not receiving a
Christian training at home and is not being sent to Sunday School,
where will he hear about God? Certainly not in the public
schools from which the Bible has been barred!

God'’s Word commands, “Train up a child in the way he should
go: and when he is old, he will not depart from it” (Proverbs
22:6). Those who fail to take time to do this are robbing their
children of a heritage which eternity will disclose as an awful loss.
Is there an altar in your home?

QUESTIONS

. whom should we fear?

. How much should we love God?

. Tell how Israel was to teach the Law of God to their
children.

. What kind of father was Joshua?

. How many references in Scripture can you find in regard to
returning thanks before eating our food?

6. What blessings follow those brought up in a Christian
home?

. Do you read the Bible and pray every day?
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3* Wherefore I pray you to take some
meat: for this is for your health: for
there shall not an hair fall from the
head of any of you.

* And when he had thus spoken, he
took bread, and gave thanks to God
in presence of them all: and when he
had broken it, he began to eat.

* Then were they all of good cheer,
and they also took some meat.

*” And we were in all in the ship two
hundred threescore and sixteen souls.

1 Timothy 4:4-5

% For every creature of God is good,
and nothing to be refused, if it be
received with thanksgiving:

> For it is sanctified by the word of
God and prayer.

1 Timothy 5:4

*But if any widow have children or
nephews, let them learn first to shew
piety at home, and to requite their
parents: for that is good and
acceptable before God.
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